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EPA Disclaimer

Notice: This document has been provided as part of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency Sustainable Materials 
Management Web Academy (formally RCC) Recycling and Solid 
Waste Management Educational Series. This document does not 
constitute EPA policy or guidance and should not be interpreted 
as providing regulatory interpretations. Inclusion within this 
document of trade names, company names, products, 
technologies and approaches does not constitute or imply 
endorsement or recommendation by EPA. Information contained 
within this document from non-EPA presenters has not been 
screened or verified. Therefore, EPA has not confirmed the 
accuracy or legal adequacy of any information provided by the 
non-EPA presenters and used by EPA on this web site. Finally, 
links to non-EPA websites are provided for the convenience of 
the user; reference to these sites does not imply any official EPA 
endorsement of the opinions, ideas, data or products presented 
at those locations nor does it guarantee the accuracy of the 
information provided.
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TerraCycle: From Worm Poop 
to Upcycling!
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What is garbage?
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Organic Waste Red Worms
Worm Poop
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Cost of Sustainable Design
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Cost of Sustainable Design

0% Recycled
$0.05 per bottle
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Cost of Sustainable Design

0% Recycled
$0.05 per bottle

30% Recycled
$0.07 per bottle
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Cost of Sustainable Design

0% Recycled
$0.05 per bottle

30% Recycled
$0.07 per bottle

Compostable
$0.15 per bottle
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Is there value in garbage?
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Cost of Sustainable Design

0% Recycled
$0.05 per bottle

30% Recycled
$0.07 per bottle

Compostable
$0.15 per bottle
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Cost of Sustainable Design

0% Recycled
$0.05 per bottle

30% Recycled
$0.07 per bottle

Compostable
$0.15 per bottle

Reused
$0.02 per bottle
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Scotts Sues™
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But why?
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Can everything be made from waste?
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What if waste was separated?
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Upcycling:  Solution to non-recyclable waste?



(C) 2010  TerraCycle, Inc. All Rights Reserved Worldwide. Proprietary and Confidential. 
Do Not Distribute Without Prior Written Permission from TerraCycle.



(C) 2010  TerraCycle, Inc. All Rights Reserved Worldwide. Proprietary and Confidential. 
Do Not Distribute Without Prior Written Permission from TerraCycle.



(C) 2010  TerraCycle, Inc. All Rights Reserved Worldwide. Proprietary and Confidential. 
Do Not Distribute Without Prior Written Permission from TerraCycle.



(C) 2010  TerraCycle, Inc. All Rights Reserved Worldwide. Proprietary and Confidential. 
Do Not Distribute Without Prior Written Permission from TerraCycle.



(C) 2010  TerraCycle, Inc. All Rights Reserved Worldwide. Proprietary and Confidential. 
Do Not Distribute Without Prior Written Permission from TerraCycle.



(C) 2010  TerraCycle, Inc. All Rights Reserved Worldwide. Proprietary and Confidential. 
Do Not Distribute Without Prior Written Permission from TerraCycle.

Flexible Waste

Upcycle

Rigid Waste

Reuse

Complex Waste

Disassemble Recycle
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Primary Secondary Tertiary
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Primary Secondary Tertiary



(C) 2010  TerraCycle, Inc. All Rights Reserved Worldwide. Proprietary and Confidential. 
Do Not Distribute Without Prior Written Permission from TerraCycle.

What if waste was separated?
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Everything can be upcycled!
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How is this done?
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How TerraCycle makes Products
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(Each dot represents an average of 200 people collecting waste for TerraCycle)
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The Big Idea
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